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be worse than in good light. And of 
course a lower ISO will be better still.
 At first, I used Auto ISO on the 550 
and was surprised that a whole set of 
16-80mm CZ close-ups of fairy cap 
toadstools had been bumped up to 
1600 when I expected the camera to 
stay at 200 to 400 with the sun out.
 But I was underestimating the 
filtering effect of trees on sunshine. 
The exposure was perfect with 
settings of 1/100th at ƒ11, ISO 1600. 
Even with SteadyShot it would not 
have been a good idea to use a 
shutter speed longer than 1/100th 
at 80mm for a close-up shot.
 I returned with a tripod the next 
morning when the light was similar, 
and over the course of two weeks 
documented the growth and decay of 
a couple of troops of the toadstools.
 Here in encountered a problem 
with the Alpha 550. It has no mirror 
lockup or pre-lift self timer. Although 
the shutter-mirror action is quieter 
and sweeter than the Alpha 100, the 
sort of exposure times needed at ISO 
200 for this subject nearly always 
showed vibration blur even when the 
tripod was used. Speeds from 1/8th 
to 1/30th were particularly prone to 
mirror shock. Hand-held pictures 
with SS were generally better than 
tripod shots without, perhaps because 
the hands damp the vibration and 
SS can deal with what remains. The 

problem goes away with speeds of 1/4 
second or longer on the tripod, as the 
vibration dies away. This omission 
from Alpha entry-level cameras 
later than the 100 is much missed.
 You might expect that MF Check 
Live View macro focusing would allow 
an exposure with the mirror still 
lifted up, but it doesn’t. The shutter 
closes, mirror comes down, mirror 
lifts, shutter opens… it’s actually 
worse for vibration than any other 
shooting mode. I gather nothing 
can be done to change this as the 
mirror-shutter cycle is mechani-
cally linked, with no provision for 
separate control of each function.
 I have acquired some very sub-
stantial old macro bellows (a rather 
nice Pentax 42mm screw Auto set) 
and will be trying some MF Check 
LV focused macro work as warmer 
weather brings more subjects. My 
existing skinny little BPM bellows 
just couldn’t handle the vibration.
 The new Alpha 450 also offers 
MF Check LV, not doubt with exactly 
the same mirror action. It’s a pity, 
because with mirror lock the 
high ISO quality could have aided 
astrophotography and photomi-
crography. We can hope to see this 
14 megapixel sensor – or an even 
better one – in a future Alpha 700 
replacement. With mirror lock-up!

Á

ISO 1600

ISO 800
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THE ‘INNER LANDSCAPE’
with David Ward
2 days, at Seaford, East Sussex
Wednesday/Thursday 7/8 April
or Saturday/Sunday 
10/11 April 2010
We are delighted to have the services 
of David Ward, who will be leading 
his first workshop in Sussex. David 
is one of the country’s leading 
landscape photographers, whose eye 
for shape and form is without equal. 
His distinctive style and philosophy 
have earned him a reputation for his 
superb and very personal images. 
Examples of these may be found 
on his web site www.intothelight.
com. David describes himself as 
a ‘tshirt winning’ professional 
landscape photographer work-
ing on large format. His teaching 
emphasis is on the photographer’s 
vision, rather than what format or 
camera is being used, and that he 
tries to pass on his knowledge in an 
‘accessible and humorous manner’. 
The workshop is, therefore, suitable 
for anyone, beginners included, no 
matter what equipment you use.
 Quotes about David from well 
known photographers include Joe 
Cornish ‘David Ward’s camera 
looks deep into the landscape, 
revealing texture, detail, rhythm 
and subtleties that most of us miss’ 
and from Keith Wilson, editor of 
Outdoor Photography ‘In the world 
of landscape photography there are 
many practitioners but precious few 
masters. David Ward’s composi-
tions are artful and compelling’. 
David regularly leads workshops 
for ‘Light and Land’, and is the 
author of two books ‘Landscape 
Within’ and Landscape Beyond’. 
(both highly recommended!) The 
workshop will include field trips, 
discussion, and picture review and is 
a rare opportunity to see and learn 
from this master photographer.
Price £255(deposit £75). 10 places.

IMPROVING YOUR LANDSCAPE 
PHOTOGRAPHY
with Colin Westgate 
and Hugh Milsom
2 days, at Mersea Island, Essex
Thursday/Friday 15/16 April 2010
This workshop is being held in Essex 
for the first time, so if you were 
unable to attend in Sussex last year, 
then here is your chance. Landscape 
photography is often thought to be 
straightforward and indeed, it is 
not difficult to obtain reasonable 
pictures. Frequently, however, land-
scape photographs are disappointing, 
perhaps because of unfavourable 
light, poor composition or lack of 
interpretation and shortcomings in 
printing. With the right approach, 

such problems can be overcome and 
this comprehensive workshop will 
cover methods of improving your 
landscape pictures from the moment 
of taking prior to the production 
of the final print. The content will 
be a mixture of discussion, picture 
appraisal, and a field trip into the 
local area around Mersea Island.
 The Indepth discussion will 
cover the principles of landscape 
photography, both technical and 
aesthetic. Topics such as the charac-
teristics of different lenses and filters, 
choice of subject matter, viewpoints, 
composition, exposure, use of 
light and more will be included.
 Vision and Interpretation are 
vital elements in succeeding with 
landscape photography. This 
includes ‘pre visualisation’ at the 
moment the picture is taken and 
post production prior to making the 
print. Both will be covered, the latter 
using Photoshop procedures, which 
will be demonstrated using digital 
projection. A selection of images 
taken digitally on the workshop 
will be used, but if you are a film 
worker, you are invited to bring 
negatives or transparencies with you.
Both Colin Westgate and High Milsom 
have many years of experience pho-
tographing in the landscape and both 
will demonstrate and discuss their 
individual approaches to the subject.
Price £125 (deposit £40). 8 places

PICTURE FORUM (Essex)
One day, at Mersea Island, Essex
Saturday 17 April 2010
This event has established itself as 
a ‘must’ in the Quest programme, 
and this will be the first time it has 
been held in Essex, in order to make 
it more accessible for the growing 
number of photographers in that 
area. Picture Forum is a unique event 
and the formula of mini presentations 
by participants, a competition and 
a talk by a leading photographer 
has proved very successful. It is the 
opportunity for everyone to show 
their work, and we invite short 
presentations of up to 15 minutes 
(about 25 pictures). These can be 
with prints, slides, or digital files. It 
is not, however, obligatory to give a 
presentation, and you are welcome to 
attend Forum just to enjoy the work of 
others, if that is what you would like.
 The presentations occupy most of 

the day, and are a vital and enjoyable 
aspect of the programme. It is your 
chance to show your photography, 
so please bring a selection of your 
pictures. For practical reasons, the 
competition is open for prints only – 
not more than one per person. A brief 
critique and appraisal on all entries 
will be made and prizes awarded 
for the best work, one to be chosen 
by the judge (t.b.a.) and another 
by audience vote, plus runners up. 
Forum is always an interesting and 
exciting day of sharing pictures 
and experiences, where everyone 
can join in. Not to be missed!
Price £25 includes buffet lunch 
& refreshments (but not bar 
drinks!). Payable in full on 
booking not eligible for ‘early 
booking’ discount arrangements.

SPRING IMPRESSIONS
with Colin Westgate
1 day, at Leonardslea, near Horsham
Tuesday 27 April 2010
A perennially popular workshop, 
where special techniques are used to 
make beautiful pictures of the vibrant 
spring flowers in this spectacular 
garden location. The impressionistic 
effects that can be obtained will often 
greatly enhance the literal reality 
of the subject and make pictures 
you will want to hang on your wall! 
An opportunity to try something 
really different and exciting, with 
lovely images virtually guaranteed!
Price £55 (deposit £20). Includes 
entrance fee to gardens.
Park entrance fees and refreshments 
on arrival included in price.

THAMES BARGE RACE
from Maldon, Essex
Friday 4 June (evening) 
to Sunday 6 June 2010
Now a regular event in the Quest 
programme, this is a wonderful 
opportunity to sail in a genuine 
Thames barge! Seeing these beautiful 
vessels at close quarters, under full 
sail, is a never to be forgotten sight. 
Quest has chartered ‘Reminder’, built 
in 1929. for our exclusive use. She will 
be taking part in the Barge Race from 
Maldon and will sail early Saturday, 
returning on Sunday afternoon. There 
could be as many as fifteen barges 
in the race and we will be sailing 
and racing with them for the whole 
of Saturday On Sunday, the barge 

will cruise in the sea around the 
Blackwater estuary. The barge offers 
a very special viewpoint with the pos-
sibility of some stunning photography 
of these magnificent barges in full 
sail as well as activities on deck, the 
barge skippers and crew, and local 
boats at anchor and under sail.
 We will embark on Friday evening, 
when we will enjoy a superb seafood 
platter and wine, courtesy of Quest 
(an alternative will be provided for 
anyone not able to eat seafood). We 
will sleep on the barge Friday and 
Saturday nights and return late after-
noon on Sunday. All meals are catered 
on board, so you will not have to do 
anything on the barge except relax, 
enjoy the experience of a lifetime and 
take photographs although you will 
be welcome to help with crewing if 
you so desire. A wonderful way to get 
away from it all! All meals included.
Price £345 (deposit £100). 
10 places (strict limit)
Price is based on double or sharing 
a twin or triple berth. No singles 
are available due to the nature of 
the accommodation. In the event of 
severe weather conditions it may 
be necessary to change or curtail 
the planned itinerary. this will be 
the decision of the skipper. In the 
extremely unlikely event that it 
is unsafe to sail, no refund can, 
regretfully, be given, but the barge, 
her crew and all food will remain 
at the disposal of the group.

BEGINNERS DAY for 
Digital Photographers
with Colin Westgate
1 day, at West Mersea, Essex
Saturday 19 June 2010
A day designed for newcomers to 
photography or for those wanting to 
improve their skills. It will cover the 
use and understanding your camera, 
aesthetics, such as composition and 
light, and the basics of improving and 
printing the picture. The workshop 
will be a combination of discussion, 
field trip and use of the computer 
and printer. Participants do not have 
to have sophisticated or expensive 
cameras, as even the simplest ones 
are capable of good quality results 
if used correctly. Everyone will take 
away a finished, mounted, print of 
one of his or her photographs.
Price £65 (deposit £20). 
4 places maximum.

Quest Workshops 2010
 Colin Westgate’s QUEST workshops, sponsored by Photoworld, are based in 

Essex. Telephone 01206 384315 or email questphoto@btinternet.com. 
Download a PDF programme for the full year from www.questphoto.co.uk
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EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY 
SONY ALPHA EVENTS

EDINBURGH University Photosoc, 
in co-operation with sponsors Sony, 
has created a series of meetings all 
led by an expert Alpha system user.
 January and February events with 
Dave Lawrence and Celia Henderson, 
on Safari and Close-Up photography, 
are either now past or were fully 
booked as we went to press. So 
was a later full day landscape 
workshop with Alonzo Diaz.
 Duncan McEwan presents ‘The 
Scottish Highlands’ on Tuesday, 
16th February 2010, 19:00-
22:00hrs. Duncan will be talking 
on aspects of the art and craft that 
he uses to create his work. Having 
photographed the Scottish landscape 
for over 40 years now, Duncan will 
talk about both his own influences 
and his hope to influence others for 
conservation of our environment.
 Professional fashion and beauty 
photographer Michael Wayne Plant 
gives a workshop and portfolio 
review session on Tuesday, 23rd 
February 2010 from 19:00-
22:00hrs. Michael will conduct a 
live photoshoot, demonstrating to 
attendees different lighting styles and 
techniques of working with models.
After the shoot, Michael will cast his 
experienced eye over the work of the 
attendees. Work to be considered 
for critique should be consistent 
with the theme of the workshop 
and must be pre-submitted in 
both electronic and physical form. 
Details will be available shortly.
 Paul Genge, of Sony Alpha UK, 
may also be attending. There will also 
be showcases of the Alpha range on 
display at the majority of these dates.
 Please email photosoc.ed@
googlemail.com with your name 
and e-mail if you wish to attend. 
Organiser: Adam Bramley.

PHOTOCLUB EDINBURGH OPEN DAY February 14th
Our annual meeting open to all photographers

PHOTOSHOP ELEMENTS
TALKS BY CLIFF CARTER

ALPHA photographer Cliff Carter 
has been featured in this magazine 
and he’s now giving talks includ-
ing Digital Demonstrations using 
Adobe Photoshop Elements – with 
examples of panoramic printing, 
basic and advanced techniques, and 
AV presentations on various subjects.
 Bookings now being taken for 
the new camera club season. Please 
telephone:- 01903 812579 or email 
Cliff at: cliff.ccd@mac.com, or 
refer to the Southern Photographic 
Federation Handbook 2009/10 

Wednesday 3rd February
Sony Alpha Club at Weybridge 
Elements & Panoramas

Thursday 4th February
Sony Alpha Club at Basingstoke 
Image Assessment

Wednesday 21st April
Cheam C.C
Subject TBA

Wednesday 28th April
Horsham Photographic 
Society Digital Panoramas

Monday 13th September
Bexleyheath Photographic Society
Pixels & Art?

Wednesday 15th September
Horndean Camera Club 
PixElation – techniques & dem-
onstrations using Elements

Friday 1st October
Seaford Photographic Society 
An Elements Workshop

Wednesday 13th October
Littlehampton C.C.
Aviation and Infra Red Workshop?

2010 LANDSCAPE PHOTOGRAPHY COURSES and HOLIDAYS
with Duncan McEwan

Isle of Eigg (10-15 May) 
Eigg is one of the gems of the Inner 
Hebrides and offers fantastic photo-
graphic opportunities in a small area. 
Minibus transport provided. The 
coastline north of Laig Bay is probably 
the finest in Scotland with magnificent 
views across to Rum.. Based in the 
Glebe Barn (no single accommoda-
tion). A half day excursion  to the Isle 
of Muck is also planned. Cost: £695.
Light and Land: 01432-839111 
contactus@lightandland.co.uk
www.lightandland.co.uk

Isle of Arran (20-24 October)
Arran lies in the Firth of Clyde and 
is often referred to as “Scotland 
in Miniature” on account of its 
varied terrain – an excellent mix of 
mountains, glens, moorland, rivers, 
waterfalls, woodland and magnificent 
coastline. Travel by minibus. Based in 
the Kinloch Hotel at Blackwaterfoot 
on the West side of Arran. Cost: £890.
Light and Land: 01432-839111 
contactus@lightandland.co.uk
www.lightandland.co.uk

Other locations are being planned:
see www.dmcewanphotography.co.uk for details.

A REGIONAL indoor meeting has 
been arranged for Sunday 14th 
February 2010 in the premises of 
the Edinburgh Photographic Society 
at 68 Great King Street, Edinburgh. 
Doors will be open at 10.00am with 
the programme starting at 10.30am 
and finishing around 4.30pm.  The 
cost is £4.00, inclusive of refresh-
ments. No prior booking is required.

John Watterson (London) – a lifelong 
Minolta/Sony user and very versatile 
photographer, John will talk about 
pictures he has enjoyed taking over 
the years and the stories behind them. 

Jim Henderson (Aberdeen) - Jim is 
an expert on The Northern Lights 
which are due to reappear in 
strength in 2010, and will present 
an amazing collection of images as 
well as describing the techniques 
involved in photographing them.

Duncan McEwan – Landscape 
and nature images that capture 

the essence of the Arctic, taken 
on a 2 week trip to Svalbard in 
June 2009. A portfolio and short 
article also appears in the issue of 
Photoworld out later this month.

David Kilpatrick – studio still life 
photography with live view manual 
focus check; Alpha 550 and Sony 
digital projector, adapted tilt lens, 
Lensbaby 3G, LED lighting.

Critique Session – for digital images 
only.  Members can submit 3 images 
which must be sent in advance, 
either on CD to Duncan McEwan, 
or emailed to mcewan@dunarden.
fsnet.co.uk to arrive no later than 
12th February.  Images must be in 
jpeg format, 1024x768px at 72dpi. 

Although not part of the critique 
session, exhibition display boards 
will be available for anyone 
wishing to display prints.
For more information email:
mcewan@dunarden.fsnet.co.uk

Club Diary

Cash for Minolta 
cameras, lenses and 
accessories
AF (Dynax, Maxxum, Alpha) system – subject to demand, we will 
pay a fair price for most AF system outfits, lenses and accessories. The 
price will be based on recent eBay final prices, or the price offered by 
a dealer selling on commission. Some items have very little value today, 
including earlier film bodies with kit lenses such as the 35-80mm ƒ4-5.6, 
and early flashguns which are not compatible with today’s cameras.

SR/MC/MD/X manual focus system – very few bodies, lenses or 
accessories now have any ready market or resale value. Some do. We 
will advise if we can not consider buying. Where outfits are involved, 
one small accessory or one lens may be the only item of interest today. 

Minolta CLE, rangefinder, 110, 16mm, Disc, Vectis, compact, early 
digital, rollfilm or other historic cameras will also be considered.

Please email david@maxwellplace.demon.co.uk or call 01573 226032 to 
discuss. Items must be sent for checking before a price can be given. You 
may be given the option of having the items placed on eBay and we will 
send you 75% of the final net sale price (we will take photographs, place 
the items on eBay, pay the commission and Paypal charges, post and 
packing, and account for VAT, and handle all aspects of the sale). We will 
consider non-Minolta/Sony equipment for eBay sale or auction as well. 

David Kilpatrick, Icon Publications Ltd, Maxwell Place, 
Maxwell Lane, Kelso, Scottish Borders TD5 7BB
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Adrian Paul at the Photostore 
can obtain almost any 
accessory you need for 

your Alpha system camera.
 Lost a flash shoe cover? Or 
just want to get one for your new 
camera which came without?
 Call Adrian – the same goes 
for lens caps, body caps, flash 
‘feet’, AC adaptors, battery packs, 
lens hoods, cases, straps, LCD 
protectors, eyepiece magnifiers, 
LCD hoods, hand grips…
 If it’s a Sony accessory Adrian can 
obtain it for you. He also has stocks 
of Minolta and Konica Minolta items.
 Photostore has its own web 
forum with former Minolta expert 
Bernard Petticrew as resident guru.
 One of the latest items is an elec-
tronic spirit level – an alternative to 
the clear acrylic block with three-way 
levelling. On the right, we show the 
new level made to fit the Alpha acces-
sory shoe. LEDs are visible above 
your eye and help you get the horizon 
dead straight, but it is easier to use 
on a tripod or with Live View than 
looking through the finder. Unlike 
some 3rd party accessories, it does 
not stay locked in the shoe for ever!
 Go to www.photostore-uk.com 
or visit Adrian’s ‘Minolta Mania’ 
eBay shop (trader name minolta-
mania) – or call Adrian on 01132 
448 664 with credit card ready.

Á

Call the Photostore

Photoworld & Minolta Image electronic editions on YUDU
You can now subscribe for the future and get a digital edition instead of printed – or you can have 
both. It’s only £10 a year for digital only, £25 for digital+print, and you get access to hundreds of 
pages of back issues and extra articles. We have converted over 20 previous issues already. Visit 
http://www.yudu.com/albums/items/51495 (print+dig) or /51212 (dig only) to read on-screen or 
download to read later – print pages, print articles, print whole issues. Never lose your copy again…

BACK IS
SUES 

ON LINE
PAGE TURN

READER
ZOOM IN

 FOR

EASY READING

01132 448664
www.photostore-uk.com
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F8 AT 30 WEEKS

Zena Holloway 
Underwater Photographer

Shot by Nick Simpson
Equipment supplied by Zena, OMD & Kinetic
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